











Out Officials Moving the
Nation Forward

LGBTQ elected officials are leading in pushing forward policies critical to all Americans’ lives—from
issues of equality to affordable housing and gun control.

Defending and Advancing Trans Equality

After the Trump administration announced its intention to ban trans military
members from serving, Massachusetts Attorney General Maura Healey led
a group of 15 attorney generals in opposing the administration’s plan

in federal court. U.S. Senator Tammy Baldwin was quick to decry the
decision and joined a Senate effort to persuade the Pentagon to stop
implementation of the order.

On the same week the Trump administration issued new rules telling the Bureau
of Prisons to use “biological sex” when determining where to house prisoners,
Colorado State Representative Leslie Herod introduced a bill to protect transgender
inmates and ensure they are housed in whichever facility they deem appropriate.
Maura Healey
In New Hampshire, state Rep. Ed Butler successfully introduced a bill adding gender
identity to the state’s non-discrimination law. The bill also passed the state Senate and
the Republican governor plans to sign it as of June 2018. And in Vermont, the governor
signed state Rep. Bill Lippert’s bill requiring single-user restrooms in public buildings or
places of public accommodations to be marked as gender-neutral.

Expanding Affordable
Housing

Seattle Mayor Jenny Durkan secured passage of two
pieces of landmark legislation aimed at addressing the
long-neglected homelessness crisis in the city. Her first
piece of legislation uses underutilized city property

to create housing for those who are experiencing
homelessness, and the second raises taxes on large
corporations to fund $100 million in affordable housing.
Salt Lake City Mayor Jackie Biskupski successfully
pushed forward a half-penny per dollar increase in the
sales tax to help fund more than $4 million in affordable
housing initiatives.
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Building a National Movement to
Ban “Conversion Therapy”

Out state legislators were responsible for a wave of
conversion therapy bans introduced and passed in state
legislatures across the nation. Both Maryland State Senator
Richard Madaleno and Washington State Senator Marko
Liias sponsored bills signed into law. Maine state Rep. Ryan
Fecteau introduced a bill that passed the state House, and
a group of LGBTQ state legislators helped push forward a
New Hampshire bill that passed both chambers of the state
Iegi5|ature- R,”]"chard Madaleno

Championing Gun
Violence Reduction

On the night of the school shooting in Parkland, Florida, Oregon
Governor Kate Brown demanded the state legislature pass her bill
banning possession of firearms for people convicted of domestic
violence or have restraining orders. Just one day later, the state
House passed the bill. She signed it into law two weeks later—the first
in the nation after the shooting.

Florida State Rep. Carlos Guillermo Smith became a national voice
for gun control post-Parkland, pushing forward common-sense
reforms and appearing in media outlets across the country. While
unsuccessful in passing his bill, it forced legislators to pass a watered-
down gun control package, which Rep. Smith ultimately voted
against because he did not believe it went far enough.

Out for America Elected Officials
Census Project

Victory Institute launched its Out for America Elected
Officials Census Project in December 2017 to grow what

is already the most comprehensive database of LGBTQ
elected officials in America. The project captures and
documents LGBTQ elected officials in down-ballot positions
that are often overlooked by media outlets and advocacy
organizations, and provides the information to the public.
The expanded database will be used to connect and
empower a national network of LGBTQ elected officials that
can coordinate strategies and provide support with a goal
of furthering LGBTQ equality nationwide.

The Out for America elected officials map is available at
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